


BIBLIOGRAPHY  

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, 

journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) one has 

used for researching a topic. Bibliographies 

are sometimes called "References" or "Works 

Cited" depending on the style format you are 

using. A bibliography usually just includes the 

bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, 

publisher, etc.). 



WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? 

 An alphabetized list of citations to books, articles, and 

documents used for a project.  

 Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 

words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, called the 

annotation.  

 The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the 

relevance, accuracy, and quality of the credible sources you 

chose for the project. 

 Each entry includes all the information included in a list of 

works cited. 

  Presented in an appropriate bibliographic format (e.g., APA, 

MLA etc) 



Annotations vs Abstracts 

 

 Abstracts 

are descriptive summaries found at the beginning of 

scholarly journal articles or in periodical indexes.  

 

 Annotations 

Are descriptive and critical; exposing the author’s point of 

view, clarity and authority 



Purpose of an Annotated Bibliography 

 A review of the literature on a particular subject 

 Illustrate the quality of research done and encourages 

critical thinking about the content of the works used. 

 Provides examples of the types of the sources 

available 

 Describes other items on a topic that may be of 

interest to others doing research 



Why Should I Write an Annotated Bibliography? 

 To learn about your topic in preparation for a research 

project. 

 To develop a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and 

current. 

 To review the literature and determine where your own 

research fits into the issues. 

 To read and respond to a variety of sources on a topic, 

developing a unique viewpoint through careful and 

critical reading. 



Why Should I Write an Annotated Bibliography? 

 To learn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is 
excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting 
sources for a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write 
annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source 
more carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just 
collecting information. At the professional level, annotated 
bibliographies allow you to see what has been done in the 
literature and where your own research or scholarship can fit. To 
help you formulate a thesis: Every good research paper is an 
argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a 
thesis. So a very important part of research is developing a thesis 
that is debatable, interesting, and current. Writing an annotated 
bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is 
being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a 
variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues 
are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to 
develop your own point of view. 



Why Should I Write an Annotated Bibliography? 

 To help other researchers:  

Extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies are 

sometimes published. They provide a comprehensive 

overview of everything important that has been and is being 

said about that topic. You may not ever get your annotated 

bibliography published, but as a researcher, you might want 

to look for one that has been published about your topic. 



Why Should I Write an Annotated Bibliography? 

 Shows your reader that your sources are informative, 
relevant, and credible. 

 Writing an annotation makes you read each source 
carefully and critically. 

This makes it easier for you to see if numerous 
sources are saying the same thing. 

Can help you determine whether or not you want to 
use a particular source in your research. 

It can also help you to formulate / modify your thesis. 

Helps you to recall information from each sources as 
you are taking notes during research.  



WHAT SHOULD BE IN AN 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? 
 Brief description/summary of the work cited (The 

Basics) 

 An analysis of the source for Credibility and Reliability 

(based on critical evaluation tools) 

 A reflection on its value and contribution to your work 

 



ANNOTATION 
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated 
bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. 
Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one 
or more of the following. 
 Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are 

the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What 
topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, 
what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how 
detailed your summary is.For more help, see our handout 
on paraphrasing sources. 

 Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a 
useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your 
bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or 
objective? What is the goal of this source?For more help, see our 
handouts on evaluating resources. 

 Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask 
how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it 
help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your 
research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? 

Your annotated bibliography may include some of these, all of these, or 
even others.  For class, get specific guidelines from you instructor. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/02/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/03/


THE SUMMARY 

• What was the specific format of the source? 
• (print or electronic; encyclopedia, interview, video, etc.) 

 
• Where did you find this source? 
• (University Library, Public Library, British Council / American 

Centre, media center, home, etc.) 

 
• How did you find this source?  
• (using Search engine, specific databases, online 

catelogues, Invisible Web, using a Search string) 

 
• Generally, what kind of information could be found in the 

source?   
• (introductory, academic-level, summarized scientific papers; 

scholarly journal article); primary vs. secondary; edited vs. 
non-edited 

 

 

 

 



ANALYZE, ASSESS AND EVALUATE 

 Why was the source seen to be more valuable, 

credible, and reliable than other sources? 

 Use your critical reading skills 

 Make sure it is not a hoax or fake website…we all get 

taken in!  



THE ANALYSIS 

 Include information to explain the authority and/or qualifications of the 

author 

 Describe the scope, depth, and main purpose of the work 

 Examine the intended audience of the source (reading level) 

 Determine if there is bias in the source 

 Make sure the source is current enough 

 Discuss any limitations 

 What are its conclusions? 

 How is the source related to other sources in the filed (does it 

contradict? Add another viewpoint? Agree with most other sources? 

 Evaluate the methodology if it includes a study 



THE REFLECTION 

 Why did you use this source as opposed to another? 

 What did it contribute to your project, paper, essay, or report that 

other sources could not? …what it adds, opinions, background, 

expert quotes 

 What did it do better than other sources? 

 How could it help others doing similar research? 



OTHER INFO TO ADD 

Comments about any special features of the work, if necessary or relevant (graphs, 

charts, appendices, etc.)  

 

Describe your reaction to the item 

What did I really like about this source? 

What did I find difficult about this source? 

What better ways could this have been presented? 



RELIABILITY OF WEB-BASED 

RESOURCES 

Authorless websites 

Authored websites 

Authored database article 

(magazine, journal, newspaper) 

In
c
re

a
s
e
d

 q
u

a
li
ty

 

Authored Invisible web article from Search engine 

Peer-reviewed 

Scholarly Database 

article 



TYPES OF ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

1. Informative / Descriptive 

2. Indicative 

3. Critical 

4. Combination 

 



INFORMATIVE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 Describes the content of the work without judging it.  

 Points out distinctive features of the work 

 Is useful for readers to decide if they could use it for their work 

 

 This form of annotation is a summary of the source. 

 Informative annotations sometimes read like straight summaries 

of the source material. 

 They spend more time summarizing relevant information about 

eh author or the work itself. 



INDICATIVE- ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 This form of annotation defines the scope  of the source, lists the 
significant topics included, and tells what the source is about.  

 There is no attempt to give actual data such as hypothesis, 
proofs, etc. 

 Generally, only topics or chapter titles are included. 

 



CRITICAL - ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 Assess the literature on a topic 

 Are critical and evaluative of the works 

 Include how each source is relevant to an assignment  

 Also includes how the work compares to most of the existing 
published work in the field 

 Includes how the work may be useful to others - explicit 

 

 In this form of annotation you need to assess the source’s 
strengths and weaknesses. 

 Say why the source is interesting or helpful to you, or why it is not. 

 List what kind of and how much information is given, in short 
evaluate the source’s usefulness. 

 



ANNOTATION STYLE 

 Annotations vary in length  

 The length of each annotation varies according to 
the purpose and audience for the annotated 
bibliography but most are between 50-150 
words.  

 Annotations may be written in complete 
sentences or point-form (omit intro words, 
articles and unnecessary modifiers) 

 Be consistent though! 
 

 



ANNOTATION FORMAT 

 Use hanging indents  

 First line of citation –flush with left margin 

 Subsequent lines are indented 

 Annotation begins on a new line and is indented 
by TWO tab stops 

 All parts of the annotated bibliography must be 
double-spaced 

 Arrange all entries alphabetically 

 You can divide it into sections if appropriate 



SAMPLE MLA ANNOTATION 
Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. New York: Anchor Books, 1995. 

Print. 

Lamott's book offers honest advice on the nature of a writing life, complete with its insecurities 

and failures. Taking a humorous approach to the realities of being a writer, the chapters in 

Lamott's book are wry and anecdotal and offer advice on everything from plot development 

to jealousy, from perfectionism to struggling with one's own internal critic. In the process, 

Lamott includes writing exercises designed to be both productive and fun. 

Lamott offers sane advice for those struggling with the anxieties of writing, but her main project 

seems to be offering the reader a reality check regarding writing, publishing, and struggling 

with one's own imperfect humanity in the process. Rather than a practical handbook to 

producing and/or publishing, this text is indispensable because of its honest perspective, its 

down-to-earth humor, and its encouraging approach. 

Chapters in this text could easily be included in the curriculum for a writing class. Several of the 

chapters in Part 1 address the writing process and would serve to generate discussion on 

students' own drafting and revising processes. Some of the writing exercises would also be 

appropriate for generating classroom writing exercises. Students should find Lamott's style 

both engaging and enjoyable. 



SAMPLE APA ANNOTATION 

Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Nickel and dimed: On (not) getting by in America. New York: 

Henry Holt and Company. 

In this book of nonfiction based on the journalist's experiential research, Ehrenreich 

attempts to ascertain whether it is currently possible for an individual to live on 

a minimum-wage in America. Taking jobs as a waitress, a maid in a cleaning 

service, and a Walmart sales employee, the author summarizes and reflects on 

her work, her relationships with fellow workers, and her financial struggles in 

each situation. 

An experienced journalist, Ehrenreich is aware of the limitations of her experiment 

and the ethical implications of her experiential research tactics and reflects on 

these issues in the text. The author is forthcoming about her methods and 

supplements her experiences with scholarly research on her places of 

employment, the economy, and the rising cost of living in America. Ehrenreich’s 

project is timely, descriptive, and well-researched. 




