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What is Sociolinguistics?  

It’s the study of language in society. 
Sociolinguistics is the study of the linguistic 
indicators of culture and power. This allows us 
to focus on language but also allows us to 
emphasize the social force of language events 
in the worlds.  

Its also the study of language variation and 
language change.  



 



 



 



Idiolect and Sociolect  

o The idiolect pattern is described as individuals 
speak in characteristic ways that might be 
peculiar to them in certain circumstances. 

o The sociolects pattern is described when 
people often use language is ways that they 
share with many other people   

 



Standard, Non-Standard and 
Codification  

o Standardization is a process that is apparent in 
almost all modern nations, in which one 
variety of a particular language is taken up 
and promoted as the ‘standard’ form.  

o Codification is a prominent feature of 
standard forms: grammar books and 
dictionaries are written promoting the form, 
texts of religious or cultural significance and 
canonical literature.  



Speech Communities  

The way people speak often serves to define 
them as a group. We can talk of the ‘speech 
community’ which might correspond with the 
group as defined by other non-linguistic 
means.  



Descriptive Tools of Language 
Variation  

Sociolinguistic variation occurs throughout the 
language system, sociolinguistic studies have 
focuses on particular types of patterns, 
especially at the phonological level.  

Sociolinguistic exploration has also been 
undertaken at the grammatical, lexical, 
discoursal and whole-language levels.  



Geographical and Social Mobility  

Dialects within a language are often localized 
geographically. We can speak of ‘dialect chains’ 
where the shift from one dialect to the next. 
Factors such as these are major influences on 
language loyalty and language change: 

o Gender and Power 
o Age 
o Audience 
o Identity 
o Social Network Relations  



Collecting and Analyzing Sociolinguistic 
Data  

It’s a fact of sociolinguistic research that if 
people are aware they are being observed, 
they often alter their linguistic behavior. This 
is the ‘ observer’s paradox’ and several of the 
methods above were developed in order to 
minimize its impact on the data collected.  



Models and Frameworks  

The axiom underlying our initial definition of 
sociolinguistics is that language is variable at 
all times. Variation means there is the 
potential for change and the causes and 
effects of language change are therefore 
central concerns of sociolinguistics.  



 



 



 



 



Applications  

Sociolinguistic studies have a practical 
application as their main objective. 
Sociolinguistics has informed the thinking of 
government policy on educating and language 
planning across the world, with insights from 
the field finding their way directly into 
teacher-training courses and educational 
programs.  


